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Beaver Dam Wins Stickball Gold
The Beaver Dam youth stickball team (ages 9-12) claimed 
gold medals in the State Games of Mississippi Kabotcha 
Toli stickball tournament over Pearl River 4-3 at Choctaw 
Central High School’s Warrior Stadium in Choctaw on June 
24. Pearl River received silver medals & Bok Cito claimed 
bronze medals with a 4-3 win over Koni Hata Osi in the 
consolation game. RIGHT, Beaver Dam’s Dakiren Wilson 
was named MVP of the game.

(CHOCTAW, Miss.) 
– The Choctaw Indian 
Fair has something for 
everyone! Not only will 
the beautiful culture of 
the Choctaw people be 
on display during the 
68th Annual Choctaw 
Indian Fair July 12-15, 
but the fairgrounds will 
welcome back fair fa-
vorites the Scales, Tails 
& Teeth show, Liv-
ing Traditions Dance 
Troupe and for the first 
time the Birds and Exot-
ics of the World animal 
show.    

Crowd favorite 
Scales, Tails, & Teeth 
Gator Show featur-
ing Jimmy Riffle and 
Andy Cohen from An-
imal Planet’s hit show 
“Gator Boys” have two 

Fair Offers Extras, 
Other Entertainment

scheduled shows Thurs-
day, July 13 at 2:00 p.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., and three 
scheduled shows Friday 
& Saturday, July 14-15 
at 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 
and 5:00 p.m. The show 
will feature alligator ed-
ucation and entertain-
ment!

New to the fair is the 
Birds and Exotics of 
the World show which 
features Luis Caraballo 
and his many birds, such 
as his beloved Eurasian 
Eagle Owl! This show is 
scheduled between the 
gator shows on Thurs-
day, July 13 at 1:00 p.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. Three 
scheduled shows Friday 
& Saturday, July 14-15 

Teams Participate In Unity Run/Walk

The Choctaw Veterans Color Guard, along with Choctaw Indian Princess Autumn 
McMillan & Vice-Chief Ronnie Henry, Sr., leads the procession of drummers and 
stickball teams from the Choctaw Central High School baseball field to the CCHS 
Gymnasium.

Players represent-
ing Choctaw stickball 
teams participating in 
this year’s World Series 
Stickball tournament 
took part in the 11th An-

nual Unity Walk/Run on 
Saturday, June 24.

The event, sponsored 
by the Special Diabe-
tes Program for Indians 
(SDPI) & Diabetes Pre-

vention Program (DPP), 
recognizes and pro-
motes diabetes aware-
ness across the Choctaw 

........see UNITY, pg. 8 

...........see FAIR, pg. 9
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Halito!
It is with great delight 

that I write this column 
to welcome everyone to 
the 68th edition of the 
Choctaw Indian Fair. 
After many months of 
planning, meetings and 
anticipation, we open 
our fairgrounds for trib-
al members, friends, 
neighbors and first-time 
fairgoers.

We have a great four-
day event in store for 
everyone with top stage 
entertainment, World 
Series Stickball, the 
63rd Annual Choctaw 
Indian Princess Pageant, 
social dancing, arts & 
crafts, carnival rides, 
competitions, hands-on 
activities for kids and 
traditional and specialty 
food items.

I commend the 
hard-working members 
of our Choctaw Indian 
Fair Committee. They 
continue to make our 
fair bigger and better 

each year and I thank 
them for their tireless 
work.

Again, to our visitors 
and first-time fairgoers, 
welcome to beautiful 
Choctaw, Mississip-
pi and the 68th Annual 
Choctaw Indian Fair!

Eleven Years of
Unity Walk 

On Saturday, June 
24th, the Special Diabe-
tes Program for Indians 
(SDPI) and the Diabe-
tes Prevention Program 
(DPP) hosted the 11th 
Annual Unity Walk and 
program. This event 
continues to grow each 
year as the activities 
gain more attention on 
the reservation and be-
yond.

The goal of the event 
is to create awareness 
about diabetes preven-
tion through exercise 
and a healthy lifestyle. 
The Unity Walk also 

marks the unofficial 
start to stickball season 
as teams and fans from 
across the Reservation 
walk from their practice 
fields and meet on the 
Choctaw Indian fair-
grounds at the CCHS 
Baseball Stadium park-
ing area in a show of 
unity.

As in years past, the 
teams made the final por-
tion of the walk together. 
Due to the amphitheater 
grounds being wet from 
recent rains, the teams 
made the final walk to 
the CCHS gymnasium.

The number of partic-
ipants has grown from a 
handful of teams to vir-
tually every team that 
competes in the World 
Series Stickball tourna-
ment. 

And this year, while 
I was not able to join in 
the activities for the first 
time, I was so pleased 
that our Vice-Chief 
Ronnie Henry walked 
in my place to celebrate 
this wonderful event.

Again, thank you to 
the SPDI and DPP pro-
gram staff and all those 
who participated to cre-
ate awareness of this im-
portant health issue. 

Princess Pageant

This year we celebrate 
the 63rd Choctaw Indi-
an Princess Pageant. We 
have 12 lovely young 
ladies competing for the 
title this year. Over the 

summer, these young 
ladies have participated 
in numerous meetings, 
workshops and practic-
es. Some competitions 
have already been com-
pleted, including the 
newest element to the 
program, a media rela-
tions competition.

On opening night of 
the fair, Wednesday, 
July 12 at 7:00 PM, at 
the main stage, the con-
testants will showcase 
their evening and tra-
ditional wear as well as 
their poise and presenta-
tion skills. 

I look forward to see-
ing the beautiful artist-
ry our contestants will 
showcase with their se-
lection of dress, bead-
work and other accesso-
ries.

I wish each of the con-
testants best of luck. I 
commend your cour-
age and commitment to 
serve our Tribe as our 
official goodwill ambas-
sador.

2016-2017 Choctaw 
Indian Princess
Autumn Diane

McMillan

Ms. Autumn Diane 
McMillan has gracious-
ly served our Tribe as 
the 2016-2017 Choctaw 
Indian Princess. As she 
completes the end of her 
reign, I want to thank 
her for representing our 
Choctaw people and the 
traditions and heritage 
we celebrate as a Tribe.

Autumn has partici-
pated in many commu-
nity events and happen-
ings across the state and 
in Indian Country. She 
has also made special 
presentations on behalf 
of the Tribe and the 
Choctaw Indian Fair. I 
hope this experience has 
been memorable for her 
She has been fantastic 
as a princess, and I have 
enjoyed seeing her grow 
in this role.

Choctaw Indian Princess Autumn McMillan was present 
at the Pearl River Community Gynmasium on Monday, 
June 5 to announce the seeding of teams for the World 
Series Stickball (WSS) brackets during the 68th Annual 
Choctaw Indian Fair. There are a total of 46 teams com-
peting for championships in three adult divisions & two 
youth divisions. Games began on July 3 & will conclude 
on July 15 with the men’s division championship game. 
All games are played at Warrior Stadium on the campus 
of Choctaw Central High School. Pictured above, Nanih 
Waiya coach Cecil Dixon, left, draws the seeding number 
to determine which team they will face in the WSS.



River – Barry McMil-
lan, Deborah Martin; 
Bogue Chitto – Roder-
ick Bell, Kendall Wal-
lace; Conehatta – Hilda 
Nickey, Tarina Ander-
son; Tucker – Dorothy 
Wilson; Crystal Ridge 
– Chris Eaves; and 
Standing Pine - Loriann 
Ahshapanek.

These representatives 
will be constitutionally 
sworn-in during the reg-
ular council meeting on 
July 11, 2017. 

Closing

In closing, I hope ev-
eryone makes plans to 
attend this year’s fair to 
celebrate our culture and 
heritage.

I hope you will join 
me at the Main Stage on 
Wednesday, July 12 at 
6:00 p.m., for Opening 
Ceremonies of the fair 
and again on Saturday, 
July 15 at 6:00 p.m., for 
Closing Ceremonies. 
Have a great fair every-
one! 

Many Blessings,

Phyliss J. Anderson, 
Tribal Chief

PAGE 3CHOCTAW COMMUNITY NEWS

Autumn, on behalf of 
the Tribe, I wish you the 
very best in the years 
to come as you pursue 
higher education and 
career opportunities. Ya-
koki Autumn!

World Series Stickball

This year’s World 
Series Stickball tour-
nament is going to be 
great! I have noticed 
many stickball teams 
practicing and fans gear-
ing up with the excite-
ment this time of year 
always brings to the 
Reservation.

While Unity Walk and 
the State Games always 
unofficially marks the 
start of stickball season, 
we held the actual open-
ing ceremony with our 
first game on Monday, 

July 3rd at Warrior Sta-
dium.

The games conclude 
on the closing night of 
the Choctaw Indian Fair 
on Saturday, July 15th 
with the men’s champi-
onship game. 

Our players are ready 
to show us what they 
have, and I have no 
doubt that this season 
will be another great 
display of what our 
Choctaw people call the 
“Little Brother of War”-  
Choctaw Stickball!

Good luck to all our 
players, coaches, staff 
and fans. I look forward 
to seeing you at the 
games!

State Games Stickball

Once again, our Tribe 
had the honor of hosting 

the State Games of Mis-
sissippi stickball tourna-
ment on the Reservation 
at Warrior Stadium on 
June 22-24. 

These games give our 
youth players an oppor-
tunity to showcase their 
skills and gear up for the 
World Series Stickball 
Tournament during the 
Choctaw Indian Fair.

The popularity of the 
State Games continues 
to grow as we saw huge 
crowds coming out to 
enjoy the action of the 
competition.

Congratulations to 
Beaver Dam on win-
ning the gold medal, as 
well as to silver medalist 
Pearl River and bronze 
medalist Bok Čito. Con-
gratulations also to Da-
kiren Wilson who was 
named MVP.

Pictured above are members of the Choctaw Indian Fair Committee.

MBCI is a proud spon-
sor of the State Games, 
and I congratulate them 
on another great year.  

Tribal Council
Elections

On June 13th, regis-
tered voters in the Trib-
al communities of Pearl 
River, Conehatta, Bogue 
Chitto, Tucker, Crys-
tal Ridge, and Standing 
Pine had the opportunity 
to cast a ballot for their 
elected community rep-
resentative. These rep-
resentatives will serve 
their community for the 
next four years.

I want to offer my sin-
cerest congratulations 
to our newly elected 
and re-elected members 
of the Choctaw Tribal 
Council. They are Pearl 

Congratulations to the Beaver Dam youth (ages 9-12) 
stickball team as they captured this year’s State Games 
of Mississippi stickball tournament gold medals. Run-

ner-up Pearl River received silver medals & Bok Cito 
defeated Koni Hata Osi in the consolation game for 
the bronze medals.
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Geyser Falls Water 
Theme Park in Choc-
taw, Miss., celebrated its 
15th anniversary with 
a special discount that 
benefitted disabled vet-
erans across the country.

On Independence Day, 
Tuesday, July 4, Geyser 
Falls park admission 
was only $17, with a 
portion of the proceeds  
donated to the Wound-
ed Warrior Project. This 
non-profit and veter-
an services organiza-
tion helps over 100,000 
wounded veterans and 
their families through 
various programs such 

The petition efforts by 
Tribal members seeking 
a referendum election to 
reject a Tribal Resolu-
tion regarding construc-
tion of the Red Water 
Casino is under judicial 
review.

On May 26, Chief 
Phyliss J. Anderson and 
the Tribal Election Com-
mittee (TEC) released 
the official Petition 
Canvassing Results and 
Determination showing 
that the total number of 
accepted petitions by 
registered Tribal voters 
was 1,607.

The number of val-
id petitions needed to 
cause a referendum 
election to be held was 
1,612. As a result, Chief 
Anderson and the TEC 
determined that the ref-

Red Water Referendum Update
erendum measure would 
not be certified for an 
election.

The total number of 
petitions submitted to 
the TEC by the deadline 
of May 21, was origi-
nally 1,729. After the 
petitions were turned 
in, Chief Anderson and 
the TEC were required 
to canvass and examine 
each petition.

Chief Anderson said, 
“In accordance with our 
Tribal Election Code, I 
spent five business days 
with the Tribal Election 
Committee canvassing 
and examining each 
petition to determine 
whether the person who 
signed a petition was a 
registered voter and to 
determine if the petition 
otherwise conformed 

with the Revised Con-
stitution and Bylaws and 
the Tribal Election Code 
rules and procedures.”

Based on those ef-
forts, Chief Anderson 
and the TEC refused a 
total of 116 petitions. 
There were also six 
Tribal members who 
withdrew their petitions. 
After the refused and 
the withdrawn petitions, 
there remained a total of 
1,607 valid petitions.

An amended Petition 
Canvassing Results and 
Determination was re-
lease by Chief Anderson 
and the TEC on June 15, 
2017, that showed a to-
tal number of accepted 
petitions as 1,592.

On June 16, Chief  

Official Election
Results Released

The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians’ 
Tribal Election Committee released official re-
sults of the June 13, 2017 Tribal elections for 
nine seats on the Choctaw Tribal Council with 
terms expiring in 2021.

Six tribal members were elected to their first 
term in office. New members include Kendall 
Wallace of Bogue Chitto, Tarina K. Anderson of 
Conehatta, Christopher Eaves of Crystal Ridge, 
Deborah Martin of Pearl River, Barry McMillan 
of Pearl River, and Loriann Denson Ahshapa-
nek of Standing Pine.

Three incumbents successful in their re-elec-
tion bids were Roderick Bell of Bogue Chitto, 
Hilda Nickey of Conehatta, and Dorothy Wilson 
of Tucker. Official results are listed below.

Bogue Chitto (including Henning, TN) - Ken-
dall Wallace, 309; incumbent Roderick Bell, 
215; incumbent Ronnie Henry, Sr., 197; Gabriel 
N. Bell, 107; Annie M. Bell, 39; John Levi Bell, 
Jr., 33; Gabriel Keith Thompson, 33; Gerald 
Stoliby, 27; and Enid LittleVoice, 20.

Conehatta - Incumbent Hilda Nickey, 182; 
Tarina K. Anderson, 167; Timothy Thomas, Sr., 
161; incumbent Troy Chickaway, 153; Max An-
derson, 94; Jesse Thomas, 79; Gregory Shoe-
make, 65; Jonathan Williams, 59; John P. Smith, 
48; Rockky Isom, 46; Elray King, 23; and Lo-
retta Nickey Williams, 17.

Crystal Ridge - Christopher Eaves, 53; incum-
bent Joesph Wesley, 29; and Tim G. Willis, 2.

Pearl River - Barry McMillan, 367; Deborah 
Martin, 365; incumbent Stella York Willis, 147; 
Curtis Willis, Sr., 107; Thomas E. Ben, Jr., 92; 
Clifton R. Willis, 92; Raymond Willis, Jr., 78; 
Vickie Rangel, 69; Robert Garcia, Jr., 65; Craw-
ford Willis, 65; Dwight Jenkins, 63; Benjamin 
Stephens, 59; William Daniel Isaac, 57; Barba-
ra Wesley, 44; Kevin Farve, 42; Kyle John, 41; 
Nolan Mitch, 41; Joyce Jimmie King, 36; Mavis 
Steve, 32; Austin Tubby, 26; Robert Paul Tubby, 
Sr., 24; Norma Bacon, 23; Taryn M. Carey, 17; 
Casey Bigpond, 15; Henderson Williams, 12; 
Robert Cotton, 9; Helen Billie Moore, 8; Chris 
Jim, 7; and Karidy Billy Willis, 7.

Standing Pine - Loriann Denson Ahshapanek, 
188; incumbent Kevin J. Edwards, 154; and An-
gela Denson Vaughn, 39.

Tucker - Incumbent Dorothy Wilson, 122; 
Linda R. McMillan, 99; Lisa M. Charlie, 46; 
Brenda Stephens, 26; Anthony Martin, Jr., 15; 
and Lee R. Chickaway, 8.

Geyser Falls Donates 
To Wounded Warrior 
Project

as housing and support 
services.

“We are thrilled to cel-
ebrate 15 years of offer-
ing family fun and ex-
citement at Geyser Falls 
Water Theme Park,” 
stated Sonny Johnson, 
Interim President & 
CEO for Pearl River Re-
sort, “In celebrating this 
milestone, we wanted to 
give back to our guests 
and also to the Wound-
ed Warriors who have 
fought hard for each of 
us to enjoy the freedom 
that we have today.”

Geyser Falls first 
opened its door on July 

4, 2002.
The Southeast’s num-

ber one destination for 
water park fun spans 15 
acres and features 13 
waterslides including a 
six-story freefall speed 
slide, gigantic wave 
pool, exotic lazy river 
and a four-lane racing 
slide.

Geyser Falls also fea-
tures Clearwater Key, 
eight acres of glisten-
ing water and white 
sand beaches in a lush 
resort-like atmosphere 
designed to appeal to all 
ages. 

Geyser Falls invites 
guests to bring their 
families and enjoy all 
the park has to offer. For 
more information, call 
1.866.447.3275 or visit 
www.geyserfalls.com.

...continued next page
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A wreath laying cere-
mony commemorating 
Memorial Day was ob-
served at the Choctaw 
Veterans Memorial on 
Friday, May 22.

Veterans, families of 
veterans and officials 
with the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw In-
dians paid tribute to all 
U.S. military personnel 
who served our nation 
and remembered those 
that made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our free-
doms.

Choctaw Indian Prin-
cess Autumn McMillan 

Anderson released the 
following statement.

“On May 26, 2017, 
the Tribal Election 
Committee (TEC) and I 
released an official pe-
tition canvassing form 
showing the number 
of “refused” and “ac-
cepted” petitions in the 
Red Water Casino ref-
erendum. However, we 

welcomed attendees 
as she served as event 
emcee. Members of the 
Choctaw Veterans Col-
or Guard presented the 
American and tribal 
flags as Darien Tubby 
sang the National An-
them in the Choctaw 
language. Pastor Ger-
ald Willis, Sr., of Choc-
taw Missionary Baptist 
Church delivered the in-
vocation.

Tribal council mem-
bers recognized in-
cluded Veterans Affairs 
Committee members 
Chairperson Troy 

Chickaway, Wil-
ma McMillan, 
Stella Willis, Da-
vita McClelland, 
Hilda Nickey, 
Cheriena Ben, 
Dorothy Wilson, 
& Joseph Wes-
ley.

N e s h o b a 
County native 
and Army Na-
tional Guard 
Colonel (Ret.) 
William Ray 
Crocker served 
as guest speaker 
as he commend-

recently discovered that 
the May 26, 2017, pe-
tition canvassing form 
incorrectly had fifteen 
(15) “refused” petitions 
included with the total 
number of “accepted” 
petitions. Eleven (11) 
of these petitions were 
duplicates, and four (4) 
of them were refused 
because of registration 

problems.
Even though this over-

sight would have been 
brought out in court, 
the TEC and I decided 
to produce an amended 
canvassing form now 
and to notify the Spon-
sors at once.

As a result, the to-
tal number of accepted 
petitions in now 1592, 

not 1607 as initially re-
ported. An amended pe-
tition canvassing form 
with further details has 
been mailed out to the 
Sponsors in accordance 
with the Tribal Election 
Code. Also, the dead-
line to file a court action 
will be adjusted based 
on when the Sponsors 
receive the amended pe-

tition canvassing form.”
On June 23, 2017, 

the referendum spon-
sors filed a complaint 
and Emergency Writ 
of Mandamus in tribal 
court seeking judicial 
review of the determi-
nation made by Chief 
Anderson and the TEC. 
The court case remains 
pending as of press time. 

ed the audience as they 
gathered to remember 
the true meaning of Me-
morial Day.

“We pay homage to 
those who lost their lives 
during wartime protect-
ing the freedoms we en-
joy. Names that are on 
monuments are bound 
together as brothers and 
sisters from an oath to 
defend and protect the 
U.S. Constitution. Many 
people who have taken 
that oath still hold it dear 
to this day.”

Col. Crocker, who 
served 33 years in the 
military and was a recip-
ient of numerous com-
mendations, honored 
those who sacrificed 
their lives for the free-
doms we enjoy today.

“Over time, there 

Wreath laying
ceremony held at
Veterans Memorial

From left are guest speaker re-
tired Col. William Ray Crocker & 
Choctaw Indian Princess Autumn 
McMillan.

hadn’t been a commu-
nity or a family that has 
not been touched by 
the loss of a loved one. 
Loved ones who dared 
to stand up and defend 
our freedoms. They 
have given up their lives 
for their family, friends, 
and nation.”

Color guard members 
Larry McMillan (Army) 
and Kent Wesley (Ma-
rines), along with Prin-
cess McMillan and 
Choctaw Veterans Af-
fairs Director Sammie 
Wilson, laid the ceremo-
nial wreath at the base 
of the memorial as they 
observed a moment of 
silence. 

A 21-gun salute was 
performed by the Tribal 
Protective Services as 
Officer James D. Willis 

Choctaw Indian Princess Autumn McMillan, Choctaw Veterans Affairs Director 
Sammie Wilson & color guard members Larry McMillan & Kent Wesley observe a 
moment of silence after they laid the ceremonial wreath at the memorial.  

performed a rendition 
of Taps on the hill over-
looking the memorial.

The memorial, locat-
ed on Black Jack Road 
south of Geyser Falls 
Water Theme Park off of 
Highway 16, was dedi-
cated on Veterans Day, 
November 11, 2010.

The circular half-wall 
memorial is made of red 
granite and the signage 
on the wall proclaiming 
“CHAHTA TUSHKA 
SIAH OKIH - I am a 
Choctaw Warrior!” is 
made of cast bronze.

The floor is designed 
with a sunburst pattern 
with the Tribal seal of 
the Mississippi Choctaw 
in the center. Surround-
ing the seal are logos of 
the branches of the U.S. 
Armed Services.
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The Title I Parent Ad-
visory Board (PAB) met 
on May 16 at the Ayipa 
Café at the Occupation-
al Training Center in 
Choctaw.

Board members hon-
ored the 2017 Choctaw 
Tribal Schools’ Parents 
of the Year, Choctaw 
Central High School 
(CCHS) valedictorian & 
salutatorian, & special 
guests during their ap-
preciation luncheon.

Joshua Peoples & 
Mitchell Crawford en-
tertained board members 
& guests with a medley 
of beautiful Christian 
songs.

CCHS Counselor 

PAB Hosts Appreciation Luncheon

Pictured from left, May Outstanding Choctaw Educa-
tor Award recipient Susie Henry, CCHS Valedictorian 
Searra Wilson, Salutatorian Diajah York, & new PAB 
member Felicia Sharp of the Pearl River Community.

Claire Threatt intro-
duced Valedictorian Se-
arra Wilson & Salutato-
rian Diajah York.

Searra plans to attend 
East Central Communi-
ty College (ECCC) & 
enroll in the nursing pro-
gram. Her ultimate goal 
is to become a neo-natal 
nurse.

Diajah will attend Me-
ridian Community Col-
lege this fall & enroll 
in the nursing program. 
Her dream is to become 
a doctor & work at the 
Choctaw Health Center.

Parents of the Year 
were recognized. This 
year’s recipients are: 
Carla Bobo, Bogue Chit-

to Elementary School; 
Mike & Sally Allen, 
Choctaw Central High 
School; Scottie & Mil-
licent Wallace, Choctaw 
Central Middle School; 
Ivora Johnson, Conehat-
ta Elementary School; 
Jamie & Royce Billy, 
Pearl River Elementary 
School; Annette Arvizu, 
Red Water Elementary 
School; Melinda Lewis, 
Standing Pine Elemen-
tary School; & Chris-
topher & Ashland Wil-
lis, Tucker Elementary 
School.

Ray Willis, PAB 
Chair, recognized Susie 
Henry as the May Out-
standing Choctaw Ed-

ucator Award recipient. 
Susie has been a beloved 
instructor at Choctaw 
Central Middle School 
since 1989.

She is a lady of many 
talents. She has also 
worked with Choctaw 
Adult Education, the 
Vocational Program 
where she was a coun-
selor, Indian Health 

Center in Chicago, Ill., 
& the American Indi-
an Employment Center, 
also in Chicago.

Susie attended Win-
sor Elementary School 
in Cincinnati, Ohio & 
Bogue Chitto Elementa-
ry School. She is a grad-
uate of CCHS & fur-

United South and Eastern 
Tribes, Incorporated’s (USET) 
2017 Semi-Annual Meeting 
took place on June 20-22 at 
the Gaylord Opryland Hotel 
in Nashville, Tenn., the home-
town of the organization’s 
headquarters.

Nashville is also home to 
the Indian Health Service 
Nashville Area Office (IHS-
NAO) & the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Eastern Region Office 
(BIA-ERO).

USET’s Semi-Annual Meet-
ing utilized a collaboration & 
partnership approach to devel-
op strategies for how the three 
organizations can work to-
gether to support & serve their 
shared membership of Tribal 
Nations.

For more than 20 years, 
USET, the IHS & the BIA 
have conducted business with-
in a five-mile radius of one 
another in Nashville. Each 

USET Hosts Semi-Annual Meeting

...continued next page

organization (agency) is ded-
icated to providing value-add 
to the Tribal Nations the or-
ganizations collectively serve 
through supportive services & 
advocacy.

The goal for the meeting 
was to initiate a new culture 
rooted in the partnership & 
collaboration between these 
three powerful organizations 
in order to achieve greater im-
pact across the communities 
shared in common. 

The USET Board of Direc-
tors, along with its IHS-NAO 
& BIA-ERO federal partners, 
worked on visioning ideas, 
building strategies, & advanc-
ing solutions for the three or-
ganizations to work together 
with the shared goal of ad-
vancing the sovereignty of the 
federally recognized Tribal 
Nations within this region.

Leadership from these three 
organizations have recognized 

their opportu-
nity to make 
a stronger & 

more positive impact within  
the Tribal Nations served by 
providing greater coordina-
tion of supportive services via 
a stronger & more meaningful 
partnership. 

“I want our work this week 
to give us a strong, aggressive, 
& realistic plan for addressing 
some of our greatest challeng-
es & for pursuing opportu-
nities to strengthen the over-
all well-being & economic 
strength of our Tribal Nations. 
I know these three organiza-
tions (USET, IHS-NAO, & 
BIA-ERO) have the capacity 
& desire to further advance 
their partnership & collabora-
tive efforts. Further, the efforts 
taking place within our region 
can serve as a model for oth-
ers & I am confident that our 
work together will make last-
ing & positive impacts for our 
Tribal Nations,” states USET 
President Kirk Francis.

Some of the issues ad-
dressed included:

• Opioid & substance abuse:  
Rates for abuse & deaths from 
overdose have increased ex-
ponentially for Native com-
munities during the past year.

• Infrastructure:  As the U.S. 
plans for upgrades & expan-
sion to its national physical 
infrastructure, what opportu-
nities will exist for Tribal Na-
tions to benefit & how can we 
best advocate to ensure that 
our interests are represented 
& considered in the national 
dialogue?

• Federal Reorganization:  
White House Executive Or-
ders are directing some im-
mediate & future changes to 
streamline government op-
erations. We are working to 
ensure that the reorganization 
effort advances the fulfillment 
of federal trust responsibilities 
& obligations to Indian Coun-
try.
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Parents of the Year 
honorees include, 
seated from left, 
Annette Arvizu, Iv-
ora Johnson, Me-
linda Lewis, Carla 
Bobo; standing 
from left, Millicent 
& Scottie Wallace, 
Jamie & Royce 
Billy, Mike & Sally 
Allen, & Ashland 
& Christopher 
Willis.

Participates At Health Fair
The Early Intervention team from the Choctaw Tribal 
Schools Exceptional Education Program had a booth 
at the Choctaw Health Center’s health fair during Na-
tional Hospital Week. They handed out brochures & 
talked with participants about the various programs 
offered by the Exceptional Education Program. Pic-
tured above, from left, are Early Intervention Instruc-
tional Assistant Edna Cotton & Early Intervention 
Teacher Rhonda Fulton.

thered her education at 
the Metropolitan School 
of Business in Chicago, 
ECCC, & Mississippi 
State University where 
she earned a BS Degree 
in Education.

Susie has two daugh-
ters, Briana Bell & Tan-
ya Henry. Her son, Mat-

thew Comby, went to be 
with the Lord in 2016. 
She has one sister, Lou-
ise Wilson.  

PAB Chair Ray Wil-
lis also welcomed new 
board member Felicia 
Sharp. She will be rep-
resenting the Pearl River 
Community.

The Choctaw Com-
munity Planning Coali-
tion (CCPC), along with 
Choctaw Behavioral 
Health, hosted the 12th 
Annual Youth Leader-
ship Conference (YLC) 
on the campus of Tucker 
Elementary School on 
June 21-22. This year’s 
conference theme was 
“Preventing Suicide is 
EVERYONE’S Respon-
sibility.”

The conference was 
designed to provide up-
to-date information on 

social issues concerning 
youth ages 11-18.

“Each year we have a 
strategic planning meet-
ing where we get kids 
together and the kids are 
the ones that pick out 
the topics they may be 
interested in,” said Jer-
emy Chickaway, CCPC 
Coordinator.

The CCPC is an or-
ganized group of caring 
individuals who strive to 
provide alternative ac-
tivities for youth as well 
as education and mento-
ring to parents and lead-
ers. Their priority is to 
reduce substance abuse 
through collaboraive ef-
forts.

The coalition works 
toward a common goal 
of building safe, healthy 

CCPC Hosts Leadership Conference

Conference participants received information regard-
ing issues that are important to teenagers & parents.

............see YLC, pg. 8
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Reservation as stickball 
players ran from their 
respective practice fields 
in their home communi-
ties to the parking lot 
of the Choctaw Central 
High School baseball 
field in Choctaw.

Once all teams gath-
ered, participants, tribal 
leaders and drummers 
walked together to the 
CCHS gymnasium.

Tribal officials urged 
all those in attendance 
to become educated on 
diabetes prevention and 
management to over-
come the devastating ef-

fects of diabetes.
Vice-Chief Ronnie 

Henry, Sr. provided a 
prayer of unity to those 
affected by diabetes and 
offered words of encour-
agement to all stickball 
teams. 

Rae Nell Vaughn, 
MBCI Chief of Staff, 
said she was proud to 
see stickball players and 
drummers come togeth-
er for diabetes aware-
ness.

“It’s one foot in front 
of the other, one step at a 
time. Together, we made 
our way from our re-

UNITY ................................................................................................................................................... continued from page one

YLC .................................................................................................................................................... continued from page seven

spective home commu-
nity to here in Pearl Riv-
er to walk united as one 
by the beat of the drum, 
our Choctaw heartbeat,” 
said Vaughn.

“We are all blessed to 
be here together united 
against one cause and 
that’s the awareness of 
diabetes. Each and ev-
eryone of us has either 
a family member or our-
self that’s been affected 
by diabetes. I’m proud 
that we have the type of 
program and staff avail-
able to us here on the 
Choctaw Indian Reser-

vation at our Choctaw 
Health Center.”

The CHC Diabetes 
Care Clinic provides 
comprehensive diabetes 
standards of manage-
ment care to patients 
who have diabetes. The 
SDPI component of the 
diabetes center, estab-
lished in 2004 to serve 
adult Tribal members 
who are at-risk of devel-
oping diabetes, provides 
community based pre-
vention education and 
promotes prevention of 
diabetes through presen-
tations and community 

activities.
Patients who do not 

have diabetes may come 
to the diabetes care clin-
ic to test for a condition 
called Pre-Diabetes. If a 
patient is diagnosed as 
having pre-diabetes, he/
she is given an opportu-
nity to participate in in-
tensive activities provid-
ed by the SDPI & DPP.

The ultimate goal of 
the diabetes care clinic is 
to reduce the incidence 
of diabetes and/or re-
duce the development of 

...continued next page

...continued next page

and drug-free Choctaw 
communities while each 
individual and group re-
tains its own identity.

This year’s conference 
topics included:

• Question, Persuade, 
& Refer - A Suicide Pre-
vention Model (pre-test 
& post-test);

• Teen Dating Vio-
lence;

• Cyber-Bullying;
• Sexting & the Long 

Run;
• Parent & Teen Com-

munication;

• Human Trafficking;
• Marijuana;
• STD’s and Your Fu-

ture;
• Synthetic Drugs can 

Harm;
• Meth Epidemic;
• Dangers of Second 

Hand Smoking;
• Impaired Driving 

(Texting, Drinking, Eat-
ing, Speeding, Head-
phone/buds, and Social 
Media);

• MDOT Experiential 
Exercise for Tomor-
row’s Drivers.  

CCPC youth members 
volunteer as YLC peer 
educators as they pro-
vide educational presen-
tations to their peers and 
attendees. They are sup-
ported by adult mentors 
to ensure the conference 
functions as a peer-to-
peer led conference.

“We use the youth as 
presenters because when 
a youth is presenting, 
other kids tend to relate 
to them more than adults 
would. We get them pre-
pared and give them at 

least an hour of presen-
tation,” said Annette 
Lewis, Choctaw Behav-
ioral Health Integrated 
Primary Care Specialist 
and Prevention Manag-
er.

Parents were urged to 
participate in the confer-
ence as well. In this busy 
and fast-paced world, it 
is getting more difficult 
to spend quality time 
with their children as 
risky behaviors such as 
alcohol and drug use has 
a negative impact in the 

lives of children. Educa-
tion seems to be taking 
the biggest hit because 
of it. With fewer parents 
involved with their chil-
dren’s education, they 
are excelling less in the 
classroom.

Every adult that has 
a child needs to under-
stand the importance 
of parent involvement. 
The effects of parental 
involvement extends 
far beyond the walls of 

Tribal drummers lead participants in a “Walk for 
Life” around the Tucker Elementary School campus.

Participants concluded the conference with a performance of traditional Choctaw 
social dances.
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are at 12:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., and 
6:00 p.m.  

Living Traditions Dance Troupe, 
featuring seven-time Hoop Dance 
World Champion Derrick Davis 
and Ryon Polequaptewa, will once 
again return to the main stage for 
their exciting Native-themed show. 
Daily performances are scheduled 
for Thursday at 6:45 p.m. and 7:45 
p.m. & Friday at 5:45 p.m. and 6:45 
p.m. On Saturday, July 15 at 7:00 
p.m., a special performance entitled 
Brother Drum will include Japanese 
and Native cultures in a show that 
should not be missed.  

Roaming the fairgrounds and 
making stops at Shawi’s Discovery 
Zone will be David Talley Balloon 
Artist, Buttons the Clown in his 
hard-to-miss bright orange mini car 
and Rock-It the Robot. Shawi’s Dis-
covery Zone, open daily until 4:00 
p.m., is a free family fun activities 
area that includes a rock wall, gy-
roscope, bounce houses, a park and 
the Chahta Immi Na Michi (hands-
on Choctaw language & cultural ac-
tivities) fun area. 

Choctaw Social Dancing will be 

showcased daily at both the dance 
grounds and main stage. Immediate-
ly following the nightly entertain-
ment, World Series Stickball games 
will be played at Warrior Stadium 
with the World Series Stickball 
Championship Game capping off 
the last night of the fair Saturday, 
July 15th at 10:15 p.m. 

Culturally known to the Missis-
sippi Choctaws as the “Green Corn 
Festival”, the Choctaw Indian Fair 
promises to be filled with Choctaw 
history, pageantry, World Series 
Stickball, Choctaw food, Choctaw 
song and dance, cultural activities, 
Indian arts and crafts, chart-topping 
music, and a whole lot more!  

Don’t forget pre-fair activities 
start Tuesday, July 11th, with Gos-
pel Night at the Amphitheater Stage, 
reduced carnival ride rates and stick-
ball games.

To learn more about the 68th 
Annual Choctaw Indian Fair, visit 
www.choctawindianfair.com, like 
us on Facebook at Choctaw Indian 
Fair or call the fair hotline at 601-
650-7450.

FAIR ............................................................. continued from page one

Tribal drummers led all the teams into the CCHS gymnasium for an SDPI & DPP presentation.

diabetes complications 
through nutritional, 
physical and behavioral 
(lifestyle) modifications 
as well as individualized 
medical management.

Patients may be re-
ferred from outpatient, 
inpatient, Women’s 
Wellness Center, field 
clinics, or by self-refer-
ral. For more informa-
tion, call 601-389-4370.

the classroom. The most 
powerful and effective 
forms of parent involve-
ment are things that en-
gage parents with their 
child on learning activ-
ities.

“Each year we’ve in-
creased hosting students 
and adults. I think this 
year is the most we had 
and we’re going to keep 
on trying,” Lewis added.

The attendance on 
June 21 was 272 youths 
and 87 adults. June 22 
attendance was 207 
youths and 74 adults.

Vendors in attendance 
representing the follow-
ing programs included 
the Choctaw Employ-
ment Assistance Pro-
gram, 4-H Youth De-
velopment Program, 
Weems Community 
Mental Health Center, 
Tribal Scholarship Pro-
gram, Mississippi State 
University Extension 
Services Positive Par-
enting Practices, Mis-

sissippi Army National 
Guard, Family Fitness, 
Diabetes Prevention 
Program, Boys & Girls 
Club of the MBCI, 
Choctaw Fire Depart-
ment, Mississippi De-
partment of Transpor-
tation, QPR (Question, 
Persuade, & Refer), and 
Choctaw Behavioral 
Health.

Support is received 
from local agencies, ser-
vice providers, business-
es, educators, parents, 
individuals, organiza-
tions, and community 
leaders.

This support is also 
from the faith-based 
community, school per-
sonnel, law enforce-
ment, and other service 
organizations.

The strength of the co-
alition will enhance the 
ability of the community 
to more effectively pro-
vide prevention services 
for substance abuse and 
related issues.
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• 1990 - Ramsey King 
of Conehatta.

• 1991 - Gregory 
Shoemake of Conehatta.

• 1992 - Mark Tubby 
of Red Warriors.

• 1993 - Sebastian 
Lewis of Warriors.

• 1994 - Mark Patrick 
of Warriors.

• 1995 - Joey Morris 
of Bogue Chitto.

• 1996 - Jason Grish-
am of Warriors.

• 1997 - Teddy Hick-
man of Bogue Chitto.

• 1998 - Timothy 
Thomas of Conehatta.

• 1999 - Lucas Thom-
as of Beaver Dam.

• 2000 - Marco Thom-
as of Warriors.

• 2001 - Liasha Alex 
of Warriors.

• 2002 - Yunnel Willis 
of Conehatta.

• 2003 - Clifton Willis, 
Jr. of Conehatta.

• 2004 - Adrian Farm-
er of Beaver Dam.

• 2005 - Cain Chicka-
way of Bogue Chitto.

• 2006 - Brian Frazier 
of Bogue Chitto.

• 2007 - Tyler Wil-
liamson of Conehatta.

• 2008 - James Den-
son of Beaver Dam.

• 2009 - Satchell Wil-
lis of Beaver Dam.

• 2010 - Gabriel Bell 
of Beaver Dam.

• 2011 - Joshua Thom-
as of Koni Hata.

• 2012 - Joshua Thom-
as of Koni Hata.

• 2013 - Mark Willis, 
Jr. of Beaver Dam.

• 2014 - Garland Bell, 
Jr. of Bok Cito.

• 2015 - James Den-
son of Beaver Dam.

• 2016 - Jak Logan of 
Pearl River.

Women’s Division
• 1999 - Randi Wil-

liams of Ohoyo Homma.

• 2000 - Attalia Amos 
of Tushka Ohoyo.

• 2001 - Katrina Wal-
lace of Ohoyo Bihhi 
Ayasha.

• 2002 - Alecia Willis 
of Ohoyo Bihhi Ayasha.

• 2003 - Melinda Ben 
of Ohoyo Bihhi Ayasha.

• 2004 - Elyse Willis 
of Natives.

• 2005 - Kristi Willis 
of Lady Warriors.

• 2006 - Ashley Wes-
ley of Lady Warriors.

• 2007 - Whitney Wes-
ley of Natives.

• 2008 - Chantay Fra-
zier of Bihhi Ayasha.

• 2009 - Lana Tubby 
of Lady Warriors.

• 2010 - Denina Isaac 
of Bihhi Ayasha.

• 2011 - Tiffany Thom-
as of Natives. 

• 2012 - Willa Thomas 
of Koni Hata Ohoyo.

• 2013 - Breanna 
Vaughn of Bihhi Aya-
sha.

• 2014 - Zenetta Wil-
liams of Koni Hata 
Ohoyo.

• 2015 - Kelley Sock-
ey of Bihhi Ayasha.

• 2016 - Ashley Tangle 
of Oka Homma Ohoyo.

Men’s 35 & Over 
Division 

• 2001 - Jerome Jeffer-
son of South All-Stars.

• 2002 - Stanley Tub-
by of South All-Stars.

• 2003 - Cedric Wil-
liams of South Team.

• 2004 - James K. Wil-
lis of Beaver Dam.

• 2005 - Vincent Wil-
son of Beaver Dam.

• 2006 - Gabriel Bell 
of 16 Pow Wow.

• 2007 - Tilson Wil-
liams of Tapasha.

• 2008 - Joey Morris 
of Tapasha. 

• 2009 - Carl Hickman 
of Bok Cito.

• 2010 - Eric Dixon of 
Oka Homma.

• 2011 - Ricky John of 
Oka Homma.

• 2012 - Jonathan Wil-
son of Oka Homma.

• 2013 - Elijah Jimmie 
of Bok Cito.

• 2014 - Wilburn Wil-
liamson, Jr. of Koni 
Hata.

• 2015 - Cyril Amos of 
Bok Cito.

• 2016 - Jimmy Tangle 
of Koni Hata.

Men’s 40 & Over 
Division

• 2008 - Frankie Clem-
mons of North.

• 2009 - Ricky Willis 
of North All Stars.

• 2010 - Ricky Ander-
son of South Team.

Pushmataha Division
(ages 10-13)

• 2000 - (MVP, team 
info unavailable).

• 2001 - Kyle John of 
Beaver Dam.

• 2002 - (MVP info 
unavailable) of Bogue 
Chitto. 

• 2003 - Jerrod Ed-
wards of Beaver Dam.

• 2004 - (Information 
Unavailable).

• 2005 - Nathaniel 
King of Conehatta.

• 2006 - Laettner John-
son of Conehatta.

• 2007 - DeShaun Jim 
of Bok Cito.

• 2008 - Kanyon Jim-
mie of Pearl River.

• 2009 - Tyler Lewis 
of Pearl River.

• 2010 - Eric Billy, Jr. 
of Conehatta.

• 2011 - Chayton York 
of Warriors.

• 2012 - Brias Bell of 
Bok Cito.

• 2013 - Merrick Hick-
man of Beaver Dam.

• 2014 - Treundes Wil-
lis of Bok Cito.

• 2015 - Treundes Wil-
lis of Bok Cito.

• 2016 - Gage Wesley 
of Pearl River.

Tulli Okchi Ishko
Division (ages 14-17)
• 2000 - (Information 

Unavailable). 
• 2001 - Michael Ray 

Morris of Bogue Chitto.
• 2002 - (Information 

Unavailable).
• 2003 - DeLeon Phil-

lips of Conehatta.
• 2004 - Michael Ray 

Morris of Bok Cito
• 2005 - Skyler Thom-

as of Conehatta
• 2006 - Leland Gib-

son of Bok Cito
• 2007 - Frankie Farm-

er of Conehatta
• 2008 - Nathaniel 

King of Conehatta
• 2009 - Jack Logan of 

Tucker
• 2010 - Dalton Clegg 

of Pearl River
• 2011 - Braxton Amos 

of Bok Cito
• 2012 - Hester Dixon 

of Beaver Dam
• 2013 - Sherman Bell 

of Beaver Dam
• 2014 - Dayton Bell 

of Warriors
• 2015 - Tayshaun 

Mingo of Warriors
• 2016 - Yunish Billy 

of Koni Hata Himitah.

Tribal
Archives
Releases
MVP List

The Department of 
Chahta Immi’s Trib-
al Archives recently 
submitted a listing of 
past recipients of the 
Most Valuable Player 
award of the World Se-
ries Stickball (adult and 
youth divisions).

Some years are incom-
plete and information is 
needed to complete the 
list. To submit informa-
tion, contact Amanda 
Bell, Tribal Archivist, 
at (601) 650-7399 or 
e-mail her at Amanda.
bell @choctaw.org.

Men’s Division
• 1976 - Cecil Dixon 

of Pearl River.
• 1977 - Ervin Willis 

of Pearl River.
• 1978 - Richard W. 

McMillan of Indepen-
dents.

• 1979 - Leonard Jim-
mie, Jr. of Independents.

• 1980 - (Information 
Unavailable).

• 1981 - Barry Ben of 
Independents.

• 1982 - Everett Albert 
Frazier of Beaver Dam.

• 1983 - Ervin Willis 
of Beaver Dam.

• 1984 - (No MVP) 
Beaver Dam.

• 1985 - Ricky Willis 
of Bogue Chitto.

• 1986 - Louie Morris 
of Bogue Chitto.

• 1987 - Jamie Jim of 
Beaver Dam.

• 1988 - Bradley Alex 
of Tucker.

• 1989 - Eddie Isaac of 
Beaver Dam.



RIGHT, From left, 
Darien Tubby & Ichu-
kash Solomon.
BELOW, Front row 
from left,  Tenly Grish-
am, Aspen Wesley, Re-
lissia Ray, Leia Phil-
lips; back row, Taylor 
Ben, Kaedre Denson, & 
T.J. Ben. Not pictured 
are Kyannah Grant, Kyarrah Grant, & Chayton York.  
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CONEHATTA UNIT

On June 19, Missis-

sippi State University 
(MSU) Extension Ser-
vice provider Susan 

Cosgrove hosted a bud-
geting session for teen 
members ages 11-18.

On June 21 & 22, the 
annual Choctaw Youth 
Leadership Conference 
was held at Tucker El-
ementary School for 
all teens (11-18). The 
Club was closed to teen  

Lady Warriors Named Team of the Year
The Choctaw Central Lady Warriors basketball team was named #MSPreps Team 
of the Year during the Clarion-Ledger’s sports awards banquet May 25 in Jackson. 
The 2016-2017 Lady Warriors (31-3) captured the Class 3A state basketball cham-
pionship with a 75-42 win over Amanda Elzy on March 11. It was their sixth state 
basketball title in school history.

Several Tribal mem-
ber student athletes were 
honored during The Me-
ridian Star’s inaugural 
Premier Preps of East 
Mississippi banquet and 
awards ceremony May 
22 at the Kahlmus Audi-
torium on the Mississip-
pi State University-Me-
ridian campus.

Choctaw Central hon-
orees included: Darien 
Tubby, Athlete of the 
Year for Basketball; 

Ichukash Solomon, Ath-
lete of the Year for Cross 
Country; Kaedre Den-
son, Kyannah Grant, 
Kyarrah Grant (Basket-
ball); and Leia Phillips 
(Softball).

Neshoba Central hon-
orees included: Aspen 
Wesley, Athlete of the 
Year for Softball; T.J. 
Ben, Chayton York, Re-
lissia Ray, Taylor Ben 
(Basketball); and Tenly 
Grisham (Softball). 

Tribal Athletes Honored

...continued next page

Hickmon was hooded as he received his doctoral      
degree during commencement ceremonies from the 
University of Mississippi on May 12.

Photo by Robert Jordan/Ole Miss Communications.

Hickmon 
Earns 
Doctoral 
Degree

On May 12, 2017, 
Choctaw Central High 
School (CCHS) Prin-
cipal Fred Hickmon 
received his doctoral 
degree during com-
mencement ceremonies 
at the University of Mis-
sissippi in Oxford.

Dr. Hickmon, Ph.D, 
began his career at 
Choctaw Central in 
1998 as a physical edu-
cation & history teacher. 
After earning his admin-

istrative degree, Hick-
mon was hired as princi-
pal. In addition, he is the 
current department head 
of the special education 
program.

In 2014, Hickmon 
was accepted into the 
University of Missis-
sippi Doctoral Program. 
He was required to 
complete two years of 
classwork then a year 
to complete & prove his 
dissertation, which he 
based on the creation of 
CCHS.

Using quantita-
tive methods, Hick-
mon searched for ideal 
learning practices for 
any Choctaw or Native 
American youth attend-
ing CCHS & whether or 
not it would be success-
ful, based on statistics.

In 2016, he defended 
both the proposal for his 

dissertation & the dis-
sertation itself.

Hickmon plans on ed-
ucating the state of Mis-
sissippi on the history of 
the Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians.

“In the Mississippi 
Studies course book, 
there is less than one 
paragraph about the 
Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians. As 
a core requirement for 
graduation, our students 
have to take a class that 
has inadequate informa-
tion about themselves. 
That’s not good.”

Efforts between Hick-
mon & the Mississippi 
Board of Education are 
ongoing to better edu-
cate the curriculum de-
partment on providing 
more information re-
garding the Mississippi 
Choctaw. 



PAGE 15CHOCTAW COMMUNITY NEWS

Teens learn about “Wants & Needs & Savings” from 
MSU Extension Service provider Susan Cosgrove.

Joy Rodriguez of MSU Extension Services held a rela-
tionship presentation to the teen club members.

LEFT, Smart Girls program members give each other a make over. RIGHT,  
Members of the Project Learn program look up three facts about three states.

Teens showed trustworthiness & teamwork to form a 
circle during a “Lean on Me” activity.

members until after the 
conference.

On June 23, teen 
members went to The 
Park in Meridian.

On June 26, MSU    
Extension Service pro-
vider Joy Rodriquez 
hosted a Relationships 
II presentation for teen 
members.

On June 27, teen 
members participated 
in a basketball game 
against Pearl River Teen 
Center members at the 
Conehatta gymnasium.

On June 28, teen 
members participated 
in Career Launch: All 
Health Care Day pre-
sentation by local health 
care professionals as 
they gave information 
about their careers.

On June 30, members 
went to The Park in Me-
ridian.

On July 3, the club 
hosted a fire building & 
cast iron fry bread cook-
ing demonstration as 
they made Indian tacos.

On July 4, the club 

was closed due to Inde-
pendence Day holiday.

On July 7, the club 
hosted a summer session 
pizza party for all mem-
bers.

On July 10, all club 
members participated in 
a Wet & Wild Day.

The last day of sum-
mer session was on July 
11.

Youth of the
Months

May’s Youth of the 
Month was Kayliona 
Kessinger. She is the 9 
year-old daughter of Ki-
sha King of Conehatta.  
She just completed the 
third grade at Conehat-
ta Elementary School & 
was an honor student.

Kayliona has been 
a member of the club 
since January 2016. She 
was selected for her par-
ticipation, attendance, 
& behavior at the club. 
Congratulations, Kay-
liona! Good job!

June’s Youth of the 
Month was Kelin Kel-

......see CLUB NEWS,
pg. 16

ly. He is the 13 year-old 
grandson of Terry & 
Sherry Jim & the son of 
Charity Waller of Cone-
hatta. Kelin complet-
ed the eighth grade at 
Newton County Middle 
School.

Kelin has displayed 
skills in leadership, 
problem solving, & 
teamwork during the 
summer session. He was 
selected for his behav-
ior, skills, participation, 
& attendance at the club.  
Way to go, Kelin!

Special Thanks/
Recognition

The club members & 
staff thank Creighton 
McMillan & Satchell 
Willis for helping out at 
the club this summer.

To Annette Lewis & 
Jazzlyn Ben of Choc-
taw Behavioral Health, 
thanks for the teamwork 
presentation & activities 
facilitated to the teen 
members at the club. We 
appreciate the visit and 
information.

Thank you to MSU 
Extension Service’s Joy 
Rodrigez for her pre-
sentation on healthy/         
unhealthy relationships.

To the lunch ladies 
(Ms. Ivora, Ms. Daphne, 
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Annette Lewis & Jazzlyn Ben of Choctaw Behavioral Health facilitated team build-
ing activities for the teens, such as making a human knot (left) & a pipeline team-
building exercise (right). 

In one of the team building activities, club members worked together to complete a 
puzzle before the other group finished theirs first.

Members were taken to watch “Captain Underpants” 
at Canal Place Theaters in Philadelphia.

CLUB NEWS ................................................ continued from page fifteen

...continued next page

CAP Workshops

The Cultural Affairs 
Program hosted cultural 
training workshops in 
the Conehatta commu-
nity during May. Work-
shops consisted of mak-
ing beadwork, Choctaw 
dresses & shirts, sashes, 
medallions, & collar 
necklaces.

Workshops will not be 

held until after the Choc-
taw Indian Fair. The 
workshop schedule for 
this fiscal year is near-
ly completed as Bogue 
Chitto & Red Water are 
the last two communi-
ties on the schedule.

Coming up after the 
fair include holidays 
such as Nanih Waiya 

& Ms. Rochelle), bus 
driver (Ms. Becky), & 
Conehatta School     Prin-
cipal Brian Parkman, 

thanks for the lunches & 
picking us up!

To Susan Cosgrove 
with the MSU Extension 

Service for the presenta-
tion, Savings: Wants & 
Needs, we appreciate all 
the information. Thanks.
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Monica Sue WilliS

Funeral service for 
Monica Sue Willis, 44, 
was held on Friday, June 
2, 2017, from the Hope 
Indian Baptist Church 
in Pearl River. Deacon 
Billy Smith, Bro. Mark 
Patrick & Rev. Travis 
Willis officiated.

Burial was in the 
church cemetery. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Ms. Willis passed 
away on May 31 at An-
derson Regional Medi-
cal Center in Meridian.

She enjoyed being 

with her family, partici-
pating in church events 
& making people laugh.

She was preced-
ed in death by her fa-
ther, Edmond H. Wil-
lis; a brother, Brant H.                        
Willis; grandfather, 
Bonnie Willis; an aunt; 
& three uncles.

Survivors include a 
daughter, Lila S. Willis 
Osceola; sons, Micheal 
R. Willis, Baxter Hall, 
III & Andre Jayce T. 
Hall; two grandchildren; 
mother, Susie Willis; 
brothers, Kevin Willis, 
Curtis Willis, Ronnie 
Willis, & Tyler Willis; 
a sister, Licretia Wil-

LEFT, Bruce Thompson is pictured with a head band 
he completed during the Head Band & Stickball Apron 
class on April 16. RIGHT, CAP Consultant Rowe-
na Willis, standing, shows Shawntye Nicole Johnson 
(2001-02 Choctaw Indian Princess) how to sew the 
trim on the bottom scallop of a Choctaw dress at the 
Conehatta workshop on May 24.

Emerson Billy, far left, leads the Walk Dance during a 
performance at Willow Creek Nursing & Rehabilita-
tion Center in Byram on May 19. Billy is a student at 
Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado & is home 
for the summer.

Day, American Indi-
an Day, Native Ameri-
can Heritage Day, etc. 
Please, come & learn to 
make your own Choctaw 
attire for these events. 
For more information, 
call (601) 663-7506.

 
Dancers Perform

For Residents

On April 18, Gov-

ernor Phil Bryant pro-
claimed May 14-20 as 
Nursing Home Week in 
Mississippi. The theme, 
“Spirit of America” was 
designated as “our call 
to everyone to visit or 
contact their loved ones, 
friends or neighbors 
in a skilled nursing or 
post-acute care center 
as a way to acknowl-
edge their contributions 

lis; two aunts; two un-
cles; two great-uncles; 
& a host of relatives & 
friends.

Darrell Franklin JiM

Funeral service for 
Darrell Franklin Jim, 57, 
was held on Friday, June 
2, 2017, from the Bogue 
Chitto Facility Building. 
Deacon Kendall Wal-
lace & Rev. Doby Henry 
officiated.

Burial was in the Is-
leep Cemetery. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Jim passed away 
on May 29 at Regency 
Hospital in Meridian.

He worked with main-
tenance at Chahta En-
terprise. He enjoyed 

watching TV, fixing 
cars, taking his grand-
sons fishing, & watch-
ing Miami Hurricanes 
football games.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Phillip Jim & Ethel Wil-
lis; sister, Adliane Jim; 
& brothers, Goodman 
Jim, Tony Jim & Wil-
liam Lofton.

Survivors include his 
wife, Annie Mae Cotton 
Jim; daughter, Vannesa 
Cotton; sons, Dudley 
Cotton, Sr. & Devon 
Jim; sisters, Diane Com-
by & Barbara Willis; 
brothers, Jerry Jim, Clay 
Jim & Wallace Lofton, 
III; an aunt; 16 grand-
children; & a host of rel-
atives & friends.

to society & to lift their 
spirits of caregivers who 
value the community’s 
involvement.”

To celebrate Nursing 
Home Week, the Mis-
sissippi Band of Choc-
taw Indians Tradition-
al Dancers traveled to 
Willow Creek Nursing 
& Rehabilitation Center 
in Byram on May 19 to 
perform several Choc-

taw dances to the resi-
dents.

Dancers included 
Trudy Jimmie, May 
McGeisey, Lorena 
Alex, Phyllis McMil-
lan, Garrison Joe, Ken 
Frazier, Emerson Billy, 
& Ryan Charles Bell. 
Casey Bigpond chanted 
& drummed & Phyllis 
McMillan was the dance 
narrator.
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alShon Paxton

McMillan

Funeral service for 
Alshon Paxton McMil-
lan, 1 month old infant, 
was held on Friday, June 
2, 2017, from the Cone-
hatta Facility Building. 
Rev. Robert Paul Tubby, 
Sr. & Bro. Eddie John-
son officiated.

Burial was in the 
Conehatta Community 
Cemetery. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Infant McMillan 
passed away on May 27 
at the Choctaw Health 
Center in Choctaw.

He was preceded in 
death by his great-grand-
parents, Roger Ander-
son, Margaret Ben, & 
William McMillan; & a 
cousin.

Survivors include 
parents, Tarica Thomas 
& Alexander McMil-

lan; sister, Cali Wil-
son; brothers, Tazzden 
Thomas & Colt Wilson; 
grandparents, Ferrell & 
Karen Thomas, Phillip 
McMillan, Sr. & Lorna 
Ben; great-grandpar-
ents, Sarina Anderson, 
Esterline Thomas & 
Walter Thomas, & Betty 
McMillan; & a host of 
relatives.

cynthia lynn Bell

Funeral service for 
Cynthia Lynn Bell, 45, 
was held on Friday, June 
9, 2017, from the Pearl 
River Baptist Church. 
Deacon Ricky Thomp-
son, Sr. & Rev. Robert 
Paul Tubby, Sr. officiat-
ed.

Burial was in the 
Bogue Chitto Commu-
nity Cemetery. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Ms. Bell passed away 

on June 5 at Anderson 
Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Meridian.

She enjoyed being 
with her family, watch-
ing cooking shows on 
TV, going to yard sales, 
& being a fan of the Mis-
sissippi State Bulldogs.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Mary Ann Mingo & 
Robert Mingo, Sr.; & 
foster parents, Edmond 
& Martha J. Bell.

Survivors include her 
companion, Bruce Jack-
son; daughters, Brittany 
Jackson, TeSheena Bell, 
Brianna Jackson, & 
Jaiden Jackson; a step-
son, Nathan Bell; sisters, 
Tammy Eaves, Crystal 
Mariam Bell & Robin 
Tiffany Bell; a brother, 
Robert Mingo, Jr.; ad-
opted brother, Robert 
Lee Hickman; seven 
grandchildren; & a host 
of nieces, nephews, rel-
atives, & friends.

anna louiS JohnSon 
McMillan

Funeral service for 
Anna Louis Johnson 
McMillan, 73, was held 
on Thursday, June 15, 
2017, from the Mace-
donia Indian Baptist 
Church in Conehatta. 
Pastor Curtis Willis, Sr. 
& Rev. Thomas Ben, Jr. 
officiated.

Burial was in the 
Conehatta Community 
Cemetery. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Ms. McMillan passed 
away on June 10 at Uni-
versity Medical Center 
in Jackson.

She was a Baptist by 

faith & attended Mace-
donia Indian Baptist 
Church. She was a song 
leader & active in the 
Women’s Missionary 
Union. She later attend-
ed Spirit of Life Chris-
tian Center.

She enjoyed garden-
ing, cooking outdoors, 
playing softball when 
she was younger, bead-
work, playing set-back 
or rummy, attending 
family gatherings, & 
doing crossword puz-
zles. She was employed 
at American Greetings, 
Apparel Factory, & 
Conehatta Day Care.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Otha & Pauline Steve 
Johnson; husband, An-
thony McMillan; sister, 
Ida Mae Steve; brother, 
Robert Lee Farmer; & 
two great-nieces.

Survivors include sev-
en nieces; one nephew; 
21 great-nieces & neph-
ews; & a host of rela-
tives & friends.

Willie JiM aMoS

Funeral service for 
Willie Jim Amos, 64, 
was held on Friday, 
June 16, 2017, from the 
Bogue Chitto Baptist 
Church. Deacon Kendall 
Wallace & Rev. Charles 
Doby Henry officiated.

Burial was in the 
Bogue Chitto Commu-
nity Cemetery. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Amos passed 
away on June 12 at An-
derson Regional Medi-
cal Center in Meridian.

He was a porter at 
Pearl River Resort. He 

enjoyed spending time 
with family & friends, 
being a mechanic, lis-
tening to country mu-
sic, & being a fan of the 
Green Bay Packers.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Wade Amos & Christine 
Bell Amos; & brothers, 
Willie Gene Amos, Al-
exander Amos & Ste-
phen Amos.

Survivors include his 
sisters, Janice Amos & 
Sue Amos; brother, Sam 
Sonny Amos; & a host 
of nieces, nephews, rel-
atives, & friends.

WilliaM GiBSon

Funeral service for 
William Gibson, 82, 
was held on Monday, 
June 19, 2017, from 
the Conehatta Facility 
Building. Deacon John 
P. Smith, Rev. Glenn 
Myers & Bro. Mark Pat-
rick officiated.

Burial was in the 
Macedonia Baptist 
Church Cemetery. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Gibson passed 
away on June 14 at An-
derson Regional Medi-
cal Center in Meridian.

He attended Mace-
donia Indian Baptist 
Church. He was a porter 
at Pearl River Resort. 
He held previous posi-
tions as a sharecropper, 
farm hand & custodian.

He enjoyed being with 
family & friends, fish-
ing, gardening, & Choc-
taw social dancing.

He was preceded in 
death by his mother, 

...continued next page
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Sophie Smith Gibson; 
father, Homer Gibson; 
stepmother, Lillie Gib-
son; wife, Lois Stephens 
Gibson; sons, Carl Gib-
son & Kenneth Gibson; 
& brothers, Calvin Gib-
son & Leonard Wayne 
Gibson.

Survivors include his 
daughters, Mary Mullen, 
Peggy Gibson, Karen 
Gibson, & Christianne 
Gibson; a son, Glenn 
Gibson; a sister, Lamo-
na Billy; brothers, Wil-
lie Gibson, Jimmy Lee 
Gibson, Melvin Gib-
son, Lloyd E. Gibson, 
Ronnie Gibson, Ronald 
Gibson, & James Gib-
son; 7 grandchildren; 8 
great-grandchildren; & a 
host of nieces, nephews, 
relatives, & friends.

clinton JaMeS Farve

Funeral service for 
Clinton James Farve, 
38, was held on Mon-
day, June 19, 2017, 
from the Tucker Facility 
Building. Pastor Eddie 
Johnson officiated.

Burial was in the Fra-
zier Family Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel 
Funeral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Farve passed 
away on June 15 at An-
derson Regional Medi-
cal Center in Meridian.

He was a houseman at 

the Golden Moon Hotel 
& Casino. He enjoyed 
watching UFC, WWE &  
the New York Yankees. 
He was a member of the 
Beaver Dam Stickball 
team.

He was preceded 
in death by his father, 
Sherrill Don Frazier; 
grandparents, Gaston & 
Bessie Frazier, & Albert 
& Bernadine Farve; an 
aunt; & four uncles.

Survivors include his 
mother, Gloria Frazier; 
a daughter, Arishanda 
Jefferson; sons, Romeo 
Farve & Jawaski John-
son; a sister, Angeli-
na Farve; companion, 
Mary Willis; & a host of 
aunts, uncles, relatives, 
& friends.

charleS WiShork

Funeral service for 
Charles Wishork, 56, 
was held on Tuesday, 
June 27, 2017, from the 
family residence in the 
Pearl River community. 
Rev. Carl Wilson offici-
ated.

Burial was in the Starr 
Cemetery. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Wishork passed 
away on June 23 at Mer-
it Health Center in Jack-
son.

He received parale-

gal recognition & was 
fond of music & was a 
member of the Red Sand 
Band. He enjoyed ex-
ploring & meeting new 
people. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Major Wishork & Doro-
thy Starr Wishork; sister, 
Janie L. Wishork; broth-
er, West M. Wishork; 
grandparents, Summer 
& Magie Billie Starr, 
Bennett Sockey & Zella 
Wishork; 4 aunts; 7 un-
cles; 2 great-aunts; & a 
great-uncle.

Survivors include a 
sister, Vickie Wishork 
Rangel; 2 aunts; 2 un-
cles; & a host or nieces, 
nephews, relatives, & 
friends.

SelBy JiM

Funeral service for 
Selby Jim, 76, was held 
on Saturday, July 1, 
2017, from the Mace-
donia Indian Baptist 
Church in Conehatta. 
Rev. Samuel Dixon & 
Bro. Mark Patrick offi-
ciated.

Burial was in the 
Conehatta Community 
Cemetery. John E. Ste-
phens Chapel Funeral 
Services was in charge 
of arrangements.

Mr. Jim passed away 
on June 27 at Rush Hos-
pital in Meridian.

He was a Baptist by 
faith & was a farmer. He 
enjoyed being with fam-
ily & friends, playing 
baseball when he was 
younger, & fishing.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Nora 
Dixon Jim; parents, Vic-
tor Jim & Lena Ander-
son; sisters, Arletta Jim 
& Etherine Jim; broth-
ers, Louie Jim, Foie Jim, 
Perry Jim, Cissaro Jim, 
& Leslie Jim.

Survivors include 
his daughters, Regina 
Hudson & Teresa Dix-
on; 3 grandchildren; 1 
great-grandchild; & a 
host of nieces, nephews, 
relatives, & friends.

Dorothy Mae allen

Funeral service for 
Dorothy Mae Allen, 
66, was held on Satur-
day, July 1, 2017, from 
the Greenhill Methodist 
Church in Pearl River. 
Rev. Robert Paul Tubby, 
Sr., officiated.

Burial was in the 
church cemetery. John 
E. Stephens Chapel Fu-
neral Services was in 
charge of arrangements.

Ms. Allen passed 
away on April 15 in Los 

Angeles, CA.
She was a clerical 

worker most of her life.
She was preceded in 

death by her parents, 
Houston Allen & Pau-
line Tubby Wesley; sons, 
Dorian Bell & Christo-
pher Bell; a sister, Sally 
Allen Jim; & a brother, 
Luke S. Allen, Sr.

Survivors include her 
sister, Iris Wesley Na-
varro; brothers, Hester 
Allen & Daniel Wesley; 
& a host of relatives & 
friends.
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Happy Belated 
Birthday to Camery 
Jaden Bell on June 
17, Love from daddy 
Orlando Bell. A love 
for Father’s Day come true!

Happy 9th Birthday to Anthony King on July 17... Happy 12th 
Birthday to Tamaya Hampton on July 25... Happy Birthday to 
Niko Dixon on July 26... Happy 7th Birthday to Dalyndah King 
on July 28, from all who love yall.

Happy Birthday to Sharisha Evans on Aug. 3... Happy Birthday 
to Marilyn Tubby, Jody Jr., Joanie Chickaway on Aug. 6... Happy 
Birthday to Sandra Morris on Aug. 7... Happy Birthday to Angel 
Vazquez who turned 1 on Aug. 9... Happy Birthday to Jean Jones 
on Aug. 12... Happy Birthday to Gary Tubby II on Aug. 20... Hap-
py Birthday to Karen Richard on Aug. 23... Happy Birthday to 
Dewayne Sanders on Aug. 25... Happy Birthday to Christopher 
Evans, Jr. on Aug. 28.

2017 State Games Kabotcha Toli Stickball Silver Medalists - Pearl River

2017 State Games Kabotcha Toli Stickball Bronze Medalists - Bok Cito

State Games Kabotcha Toli
The Beaver Dam youth stickball team (ages 9-12) claimed gold med-
als in the State Games of Mississippi Kabotcha Toli stickball tourna-
ment over Pearl River 4-3 at Warrior Stadium in Choctaw on June 
24. Pearl River received silver medals & Bok 
Cito claimed bronze medals with a 4-3 win 
over Koni Hata Osi in the consolation game. 
The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
and Pearl River Resort are Gold Sponsors 
for the State Games of Mississippi, which is 
in its 26th year.


